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I lliopolis-William J. 'Joe' Norton, 76, of Illiopolis, passed away at 11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, September 27, 2011 at his home after a hard fought battle with Bladder
Cancer with his family by his side.

 

Per Joe’s wishes Cremation will take place at Graceland/Fairlawn Crematory. A
memorial service will be held at a later date at Camp Butler National Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be directed to DMH Palliative Care/Hospice, 3122
Brenwood Circle, Decatur, Illinois 62526.

 

Joe was born July 27, 1935 at home in Westview, Kentucky, the youngest child of Ed
and Rhea (Nottingham) Norton. He proudly served his country in the U.S Marine

Corps during the Korean War from 1953-56. While he lived in Dallas he worked for
Goldman Bakery for 4 years. After he returned to Central Illinois he worked for

Taystee Bread before becoming a distributor for Archway Cookies for many years

and was known by many as “Cookie”. During this time he also worked at Spector
Freight in Decatur. After he sold his cookie route he worked for ABF from where he

retired. He soon found out he did not enjoy retirement so for the past several years
he worked for Garrett Aviation/Standard Aero. He enjoyed his work and being

around people. He often said he considered his co-workers at Garrett his second
family. He married Julie Willis on February 23, 1958 and had one daughter, Jennifer.

They later divorced. He married Carla Gorsage in 1992 she preceded him in death in

September 2008.
 

He leaves behind his daughter Jennifer of Buffalo, two grandsons; PFC Shawn B.
Mendenhall of Fort Stewart, GA and Noah G. Mendenhall of Buffalo, twin brothers,

Jim (Barbara) Norton of Louisville, KY and John (Nancy) Norton of Seguin, TX and
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sister, Lola West of Louisville, KY, and several nieces and nephews, and faithful

companions Big Foot and Twinkles.
 

He was preceded in death by his wife, parents, and his dear cat Blackie.
 

During the last several months he reconnected with many people in his life and

thoroughly enjoyed this opportunity.
 

The family would like to express their heartfelt thanks to DMH Hospice especially
Diane “Charlie” Cavanaugh, Drs. Rademacher, Baron, and Velasco as well as their

nurses and staff, Richard Mendenhall, Ray and Julie Beck, April and Randy Hiser, Liz

and Tim Wanless, Jessica Hiser, Mack Stapleton, Linda Wilson-Klemm, Jim and
Elaine Sheaffer, Tom and Marilyn Leonard, Clenda Morrow, Kay Ervin, Patty Rogers,

Marilyn Mendenhall, and Nate Anderson.
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Tribute Wall William J. Norton
JUL  27, 1935 - SEP  27, 2011

AB Allen & Donna Brickey posted:

We were so sorry to hear of Joe's passing. He was one of the first persons we met when we moved

to Illiopolis. Over the years, it would be impossible to say how many packages of cookies he gave to

the boys. He was a good neighbor and will be missed.

October 4 at 10:52 AM

PR Patty Rogers posted:

So sorry to hear of Joe's passing. He was a very nice man. I have enjoyed visiting with him all these

years while cutting his hair! He will be missed much!

September 30 at 9:41 AM

PW Pat Ward posted:

To whomever is reading this I would like to say that Harry Ward (deceased 10/19/2010) and I enjoyed

many good times with him and Julie and him and Carla. Harry played golf with Cookie for years and

my girls remember him coming by to visit and giving them a pack of cookies.My condolences to his

family and may God comfort you in the days to come. It will get better and the memories will help.Pat

Ward350 Milledgeville Rd.Enville, TN 38332

September 29 at 8:57 AM

RB Ronald C. Burke posted:

Joe Norton was a outstanding employee for Wackenhut Corporation/G4S Secure Solutions, USA. Joe

was a Captain and Site Supervisor for Garrett Aviation/Standard Aero. I was a Senior Area Supervisor

from Jan 2007-August 2010 and was one of Joe's Supervisors. It was a pleasure to have known him.

He was a tireless employee and dedicated his time to make sure the Site was covered with adequate

Security Officer Coverage. I will miss him.

September 29 at 7:30 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring William by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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